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Peace, Love & Happiness 
At the beginning of the school year 
we focused on Grace & Courtesy, 
a basic of the Montessori 
philosophy.  Learning the basics of 
how we treat one another, our 
environment, and ourselves helps 
children be successful at school 
and in life.  We talked about 
treating each other with kindness 
(warm fuzzies) and love lights.  
Your children are welcome to wear 
their love light to school whenever 
they want.  
 
The Solar System 
We have begun our unit on The 
Solar System this week.  Ask your 
child to sing one of the songs 
we're singing to learn about stars 
and the names of the planets. 
 
Astronaut Visit!! 
On Thursday October 20th we 
are thrilled to have Duane G. 
Digger Carey visit our school for a 
presentation to the children on 
space & what it’s like to be an 
astronaut.  Mr. Digger has a 
grandchild at Sidewalk’s End and 
we are very grateful for his time 
and look forward to his 
presentation.   
 
Students who don’t usually attend 
Thursday mornings can attend the 

second presentation starting at 
9:45 a.m.  Please arrive a few 
minutes early and gather on the 
south playground.  A parent or 
guardian will need to stay with 
them so we maintain proper 
adult/child ratios.  The 
presentation should be done by 
10:30 
 
Mr. Digger is a retired Air Force 
Lieutenant Colonel who started his 
military career in the Air Force 
ROTC.  After graduation, he 
served as a pilot in the U.S. Air 
Force both in the United States 
and abroad.  He was invited to join 
the Astronaut Corps as Space 
Shuttle Pilot in 1996.  Mr. Carey 
spent 11 days in space aboard the 
Space Shuttle Columbia.  He 
made 165 orbits of the earth and 
traveled more than 3.9 million 
miles! 
 
Future Topics 
If you or your family members 
would like to share experiences or 
knowledge with the children as we 
study mammals and South 
America next semester, please let 
us know! We love to feature guest 
speakers and the children love 
showing off their adults. 
 
Halloween 
The children's favorite holiday falls 
on a Monday this year, so we 
know they will be super excited 
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when the time comes.  We've 
already been hearing about 
costumes and looking at the 
calendar to see how far away 
Halloween is!  We do have works 
out for October with a Halloween 
and Harvest theme, but we do 
not celebrate Halloween at 
school in the traditional way. 
Instead of costumes which are 
way too distracting to maintain the 
routine children need at this age 
we will be having a PJ Day.  They 
do need to be able to move and 
play indoors and out in their 
chosen pajamas.   Please do 
NOT send your child in 
costume.   We will have a special 
pumpkin muffin snack with apple 
cider to drink. 
 
November – Save the Date! 
November is our big Soup Feast!  
We will be gathering in Bear Creek 
Regional Park East on Saturday 
November 12 from 11:00 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m. to share the wonderful 
soup the children have made!  
Families can bring bread and 
other sides to share.  Beginning 
on Monday November 7th, please 
bring in a few potatoes, carrots, 
celery, onions, or other soup-like 
vegetables for the children to 
clean and chop.  We will be 
making soup all week and the 
children will be very excited to eat 
it with all of you on Saturday.  A 
Sign-Up Genius request will be 

coming out soon for volunteers to 
help in the soup preparations that 
week. 
 
Thanksgiving 
We are closed from November 21-
25 for Thanksgiving.  We wish 
everyone safe travels or savory 
cooking, whatever your plans may 
be. 
 
December Holidays 
We will be closed from 
 Wednesday December 21 -
 Wednesday January 4.  Students 
return on Thursday January 5. 
 
Celebrations of Light 
When we return from 
Thanksgiving Break we will be 
learning about the many Winter 
Holidays celebrated around the 
world by people of many cultures. 
We invite any family members 
who would like to share your 
family traditions with the children 
to e-mail Lynne 
at lynne@sidewalksendmontessori
.com to schedule a Circle time to 
come and do so.  This could be 
telling a story or sharing a book, 
singing a song or showing a 
special activity. Sharing a special 
food is also welcome. We are 
sensitive to those children with 
allergies and special dietary 
needs. Please let us know all 
ingredients so we can notify 
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parents who might bring an 
alternative snack for their child. 
 
School Pictures 
Watch for a Brightwheel message 
notifying you when your school 
pictures proofs are available for 
review.   
 
Lost and Found 
We are trying to display 
abandoned jackets in the front of 
the school at drop-off and pick-up 
so that everything can find its 
home.  At the end of each month, 
clothing that is left at school with 
no name written in it will be 
donated to Goodwill.  Please mark 
everything with your name in 
permanent marker so it can find 
its way home! 
 
Lunch at Sidewalk’s End 
Children who stay all day need to 
pack a healthy lunch to get them 
through the day. We strongly 
encourage you to pack a variety of 
items in smaller quantities so your 
child will have many items to 
choose from in case s/he just isn’t 
in the mood for a particular item.  
Protein & fat are especially 
important at this age and will last 
longer in their systems than a lot 

of carbohydrates.  Any candy will 
be sent home. 
 
Change of Clothes 
Please remember to replenish 
your child’s supply of extra clothes 
if any are sent home and return 
our clothes if they had to use the 
school’s supply.  As the weather 
changes you may want to come in 
and swap out summer clothes for 
warmer options.  Don’t forget to 
label each item! 
 
It’s time to send in winter mittens, 
hats, snow suits and boots!  We 
definitely are seeing a need for 
hats and mittens.  They will be 
stored in your child’s bag hanging 
from their coat hook.  Please send 
waterproof mittens not gloves!  
Please mark everything, even 
boots, since we always have 
duplicate pairs.  Colored yarn 
works on boots! 


